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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 

WE CANNOT DO WHAT WE DO, WITHOUT YOU!
WAYS TO HELP

Children raise over £2,000!!
We know there are children living in our Diocese who do not have a 
comfortable bed to sleep in.  So, as part of our Good Shepherd programme, 
we asked children to put themselves in the shoes of other children less 
fortunate than themselves, by sleeping on the floor for one night.

Over £2,000 was raised from our first ever sponsored event and we are 
thrilled as this was double what we set out to achieve at the start of 
December and should enable us to help about 20 vulnerable children.

Different formats available...
If you would benefit from receiving our newsletter in a different format eg. large print, email or Braille, please 
email vicki.dunstone@prcdtr.org.uk or call the office on 01364 645420.

ANNUAL 
MASS INVITE
Our annual CCSP mass is at 

Buckfast Abbey at 2.45pm on 
Thursday, 17 June 2021.

Children from the local school 
choir will be performing.

If you would like to join us, 
please contact the office by 
calling 01364 645420 or by 
emailing ccs@prcdtr.org.uk

Looking forward to new beginnings 
Springtime represents an awakening – coming out of winter’s hibernation with energy and enthusiasm for 
what comes next.  This feels more relevant this year as the end to the pandemic appears to be in sight and we 
can look forward to longer days, lighter evenings and the possibility of meeting up with friends and loved ones 
outside.  

Lockdown restrictions prevented us from holding our usual fundraising events, but we looked towards 
innovative, alternative sources of fundraising and still managed to raise a fantastic £64,807 which meant that 
we could support even more families than ever through our Essential Grants programme.  Although our Annual 
Appeal raised about half what we would normally raise (just under £10,000) and our crib collections were 
also affected last year, we are so grateful to all our loyal supporters for their continued generosity.  

The theme of this year’s Annual Appeal is ‘Step Forward, Reach Out and Help – Putting All Children 
First’ and we truly hope that we can make this year’s appeal our best ever.  We are also busy making plans 
to organise some fundraising events later in the year, including the long awaited return of our Great Bog 
Diocesan Quiz in September and we plan to run another Design a Christmas Card competition in conjunction 
with the children in our Catholic schools, so look out for our brand new packs of cards which will be available 
to purchase from November.

Welcome to our new trustees - Following our advert in the last edition 
of Children First, I am delighted to welcome Kelvin Ellacott, John Larter 
and Fr Timothy van Kroonenburg to the Board of Trustees.  We look 
forward to the time when we can all meet up in person rather than 
virtually.

Thank you for all that you do for the Catholic Children’s Society 
(Plymouth) – we need your support and generosity now more 
than ever.

Did you know that we can recycle old mobile phones & inkjet cartridges?
If you have any lying around, please send them to the Catholic Children’s Society 
(Plymouth) at St Boniface House, Ashburton, Devon TQ13 7JL. Thank you!

FIVE WAYS TO HELP LOCAL VUNERABLE 
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

Shelagh Fearnley
Chair of the Board of Directors

Best Wishes

Emma and George - 
the morning after  

CALLING ALL BUDDING ARTISTS – NEW COMPETITION FOR 2021

Following the success of the first Design a Christmas Card competition 
back in 2019, we are delighted to announce that we will be running 
another competition later this year.  337 entries were received from 
11 schools in the Diocese and we hope that our 2021 competition will 
prove even more popular. Schools will be invited to ask their children 
to get creative and if you know of any primary school children who 
like to draw and would like to enter, please contact vicki.dunstone@
prcdtr.org.uk for an entry form.

NON UNIFORM DAY - FRIDAY 18 JUNE 2021

We would love to top the amount we raised in 2019 when 4 schools took part and 
helped raise £400.  Perhaps this year, we could get four times as many schools 
involved to bring the total raised to £2,000.  This wonderful amount would allow us 
to help approximately 10 families by purchasing for example 4 cookers, 3 washing 
machines, 1 fridge/freezer, 1 child’s bed & mattress and 1 cot, mattress and high chair.  

MaisyOliver Gabriel Sebastian

DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY

Annual Mass 
Thursday, 17 June 2021, 

2.45pm at Buckfast Abbey

Non uniform day
Friday, 18 June 2021

Great Big Diocesan Quiz
 Friday, 24 September 

2021, 7.30pm

CCSP Christmas Cards
On sale from November 2021

LIST OF WAYS YOU CAN DONATE
If you would like to donate to the Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth), there are a number of 
alternative ways you can do this via:
• NEW Crowdfunding page www.crowdfunder.co.uk/stretch-out-your-hands-this-christmas CCSP 

receive 100% of every donation, as Crowdfunder have waived all their fees to help charities
• POST by sending a cheque made payable to ‘Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth)’ to St 

Boniface House, Ashburton, Devon TQ13 7JL
• BACS direct into our account – Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth) sort code – 52-41-60 

account number – 06024335
• TEXT – to donate £5 text 5CCSP to 70085, to donate £10 text 10CCSP to 70085 or to donate 

£20 text 20CCSP to 70085

If you’ve not given our Facebook page a like, please do so to receive news 
and updates on our fundraising events.  



GRANT GIVING UPDATEPATCHWORK PARENTINGFUNDRAISING

Innovation led to a virtual Crib Fest in Torquay

Unable to hold their annual Crib Fest for the sixth year 
running, supporters at the Church of the Assumption 
of Our Lady in Torquay held a virtual Crib Fest – 
Postcards from Bethlehem. Parishioners sent in photos 
of their cribs at home and a beautiful montage was 
compiled to carol music, that was played after mass.  
Parishioners were invited to make a donation direct to 
the CCSP and we would like to thank everyone at the 
parish for your continued support as always.  

Last March, all our fundraising events were cancelled and we had to look for new ways of fundraising 
and were successful in securing £27,000 of additional Coronavirus funding, of which £15,000 was 
thanks to a joint funding bid with Caritas to the Gubay Foundation Trust.  

Using this money, we purchased some specialist Gorilla gym equipment for a non verbal, severely 
autistic child, which made a massive difference to the lives of the whole family and this is a request 
we would not normally be able to approve.  The Gubay trustees were so happy to have helped 67 
families including the purchase of the specialist gym equipment, that they have already gifted us 
another £15,000 in 2021 !  They have asked us to support more families, especially those with children 
with special needs.  So if you know of a family who might benefit from our help, please contact Karen 
Grute on 01364 645420 or email ccs@prcdtr.org.uk or visit our website www.ccsplymouth.org.uk to 
download the two forms.

We also set up three Crowdfunding campaigns last year and raised over £3,000 including Gift 
Aid and were able to accept donations via text and BACS direct into our bank account – see back 
page for a complete list of ways you can now donate to the CCSP.

As our new Patchwork Facilitator Sarah Watts has been unable to run any courses in schools, she has 
been busy attending online courses herself and making plans for when we can return into schools.  

A Covid-19 survey was also sent to all schools in the Diocese to ascertain the feeling of our parents 
and what support they have or what they feel they may need.  Feedback prioritised four main themes 
and from this, we have adapted the support from our Patchwork Parenting programme.

• 15% of parents have said that they are having to work longer and into the evenings to make 
up for missed time, which has negatively impacted on their children.

• 23% of parents have said that their mental health has been negatively impacted due to lack of 
support and contact with others.

• 45% of parents have said that there has been a change for the worse in their children’s 
behaviour, commenting that they are short tempered, showing signs of increased anxiety, 
increased eating which is a worry because of the cost, fear of the illness, fear of missing school, 
anger and the increase of screen time and the negative effects that can bring.

• 32% of parents said they would benefit from support sessions online if they were offered.

Lockdown Lowdowns were piloted towards 
the end of last year and again at the start 
of this year so that parents and carers from 
across the Diocese can access support online 
to discuss the joys and difficulties of raising 
children, especially in these unprecedented 
times.  These online sessions have been set 
up in the absence of being able to support 
parents face to face and have been promoted 
through the schools and parishes.  Each 
Lockdown Lowdown session is also added to 
the events section on the Catholic Children’s 
Society Facebook Page.  If you’ve not given 
our page a like, please do so to receive news 
and updates on all our events.

Visit our facebook page:
Catholic Childrens Society Plymouth

Online Parenting courses were also introduced at 
the start of March, which are Diocesan wide rather 
than school specific.  We are running two courses 
of our ‘Parenting through the Primary Years’ and one 
course for our ‘Hormones and Harmony’ teenage 
course.  We hope that evening courses will mean 
that more parents can access our free support. 
Once again these courses have been advertised via 
the schools, parishes and on our Facebook page. 

Apart from two spring time courses we were able to successfully complete 
in 2020, the majority of courses planned have been rearranged to later this 
year.  Schools can now also register an interest to host a course in 2021/22.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND ONE OF OUR PATCHWORK PARENTING 
COURSES OR WOULD LIKE TO HOST SOME PATCHWORK PARENTING 
SESSIONS AT YOUR SCHOOL IN 2021/22, PLEASE EMAIL OUR 
PATCHWORK PARENTING FACILITATOR: sarah.watts@prcdtr.org.uk 

The amount of funding spent on grant 
giving increased in 2020, along with the 
number of applications received, which 
totalled 219.  Many families’ have been 
affected by Covid, not only affecting a 
families’ financial circumstances due to 
job loss or being furloughed, but also in 
restrictions in being able to source and 
purchase second hand items, as many 
businesses and charities have had to 
close for most or part of 2020.  In addition, 
children have been at home a great 
deal more because schools have had to 
close, which has also impacted on family 
finances as utility bills and food bills have 
increased.

14 grants for essential furniture

39 cookers

32 washing machines

30 clothing grants

16 fridge/freezers

1 grant for pilgrims going to Lourdes

46 beds and mattresses

14 grants for new baby equipment

3 grants for sensory toys

Great Big Diocesan Quiz - new date has been booked!
We are delighted to announce that we have a date for our next Great Big Diocesan Quiz, as last year’s 
quiz in April had to be cancelled due to the pandemic.  

We’re looking for parishes to join us on Friday, 24 September 2021 at 
7.30pm and we would love to make this our biggest quiz ever.  The last quiz 
in 2019 saw 9 teams including one school compete for the trophy, which 
was won on the night by Heretics from Blessed Sacrament and almost 
£1,500 was raised.

If your parish or school would like to register an interest to take part, please 
email vicki.dunstone@prcdtr.org.uk. All materials will be supplied by CCSP 
– you just need to find a venue and some teams to compete. Good luck!
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In 2020, the number of children benefiting directly from an application was 135 and in total the 
number of children in families supported during 2020 was 473. If you know of a family who might 
need our help, please direct them to our website www.ccsplymouth.org.uk or suggest they call 
the office on 01364 645420. 

SUPPORTER SPOTLIGHT
R.I.P to a great CCS supporter

“Mike Hinchey died peacefully on Nov 30th 2020, having suffered ill 
health for some time.  He was a brave, free thinking man, whose faith 
meant everything to him. 

His life had been full and he had travelled extensively for work, particularly 
in the Middle East and had many interesting tales to tell.  He was awarded 
a Papal medal for his selfless acts in the name of his faith. 

Always there with a ready wit, but never without concern for others.  For many years, he was a 
parishioner at the Church of the Assumption of Our Lady in Torquay and was an Extraordinary Minister 
of the Eucharist in the Parish.  Mike was kind and generous, someone who thought about the impact of 
poverty and loss on families and responded by helping us at CCS. 

Mike, we thank you, pray for you and we salute you.  May you rest in peace.” 
Andrea Rodgers, Vice Chair of CCSP

You too could make a difference as a volunteer in your parish and put CCSP at the heart of your 
charitable efforts. If you are interested, please email vicki.dunstone@prcdtr.org.uk or call 01364 645420


